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We’re faced with choices everyday: what to wear, what to 

eat at meals, what project to do at work or at home, what 

to buy at the store. In fact, we have so many choices to 

make that some CEOs wear the same outfits everyday to 

save mental energy for future decisions later in the day. 

This is the world around us which we are accustomed to. 

That’s why, when many churches today reach out with the 

message of “Choose Jesus! Receive him into your life,” few people bat an 

eye. I (Pastor Plagenz) recently received a pamphlet on my doorstep from a 

local church which said that if I pray and receive Christ into my life,   I could 

personally know God.  

It makes sense in our minds, doesn’t it? If we make choices in life, then 

don’t we need to choose to be Christians? And with this question, we’ve ar-

rived at an issue that people have wrestled with since the fall into sin: what 

must I do to be saved. 

The human heart testifies to the need for change as it looks at the 

world and itself. The sin and strife in this life is all too obvious, and a per-

son’s conscience ensures that he or she is not excluded from that sin and 

strife.  

However, God has provided a solution. He enacted a plan for man-

kind’s salvation in Jesus Christ. “God sent his Son to be born of a woman, so 

that he would be born under the law, in order to redeem those under the 

law, so that we would be adopted as sons” (Galatians 4:4,5). 

But, the human heart and mind is so darkened by sin, so stubborn in 
its refusal, that it cannot believe this message of Christ crucified on its own. 

No one can choose to be a Christian. That could never be! God must bring 

about that change.  

And he does. The Holy Spirit creates faith in our hearts and enables us 

to believe.  He calls us to faith through the gospel in Word and sacrament, 

so that through grace in Christ we are cleansed from the stain of our sin.  

Continued on pg 2 

 

LORD, ‘TIS NOT THAT I DID CHOOSE YOU 

 by Pastor Plagenz 
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LORD, ‘TIS NOT THAT I DID CHOOSE YOU 
Continued from pg 1 

There is no credit I can take. I did not choose him. By God’s 

grace he has accomplished the entirety of my salvation. Praise God! 

Lord, ‘tis not that I chose you; 

That, I know, could never be, 

For this heart would still refuse you 
Had your grace not chosen me. 

You removed the sin that stained me, 

Cleansing me to be your own; 

For this purpose you ordained me, 

That I live for you alone. 

 

It was grace in Christ that called me, 

Taught my darkened heart and mind, 

Else the world had yet enthralled me, 

To your heav’nly glories bind. 

Now I worship none above you; 

For your grace alone I thirst, 

Knowing well that, if I love you, 

You, O Father, loved me first. (CW 380:1,2) † 

 

ORGAN RESTORATION 

FUND 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Balance 

$6,565 
 

Need $25,000 by August 30  

to sign current contract. 

Total Project $125,000 

CONTINUED WORSHIP ADJUSTMENTS 
Throughout the past year we have been repeatedly reevaluating 

and making adjustments to our worship protocol so that, as much as    

possible, everyone is comfortable at worship. For the same previ-

ously-stated reasons, the church leadership along with the pastoral 

staff has decided to make some more changes to safety procedures 
in worship.  

Beginning July 4, the following changes will take effect. 

 The pastoral staff and communion helpers will no longer 

wear gloves and masks for the distribution of the Lord’s  

Supper. 

 All staff and helpers will wash their hands prior to distribu-
tion, as was the practice in the past. 

 If you are not comfortable receiving communion from some-
one who is not masked or not wearing gloves, please contact 

one of the pastors! We will happily make accommodations 

for you so that you can still comfortably receive communion. 

 The ushers will no longer wipe down pews in between          

services. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please reach 

out to the pastoral staff! † 

110 people attended Church in the Park on 
June 13, including a few first time visitors. 

          This hymn is  
     sung to the same  
    tune as the more  
        familiar hymn,       
              “Jesus, Refuge  
                   of the Weary.” 
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“There are just some things that shouldn’t be 

talked about in church.” I remember hearing that 

growing up; not from one person, but from a number 

of people. Perhaps you’ve heard, thought, or said the 

same thing because there are some specific topics that 

we tend to stay away from in the church or in the pul-

pit. Maybe it’s because we assume we’re all on the 

same page; maybe it’s because we don’t think the Bi-
ble has anything to say about them. 

But I think we’re collectively wrong on both of 

those thoughts. When we leave such difficult topics up 

to individual interpretation, it leaves an opening for 

the devil to create a divide. And when we assume that 

God has nothing to say on the “tough stuff,” we write 

him off and search for help elsewhere.  

So, we’re going to do what we do with every oth-

er difficult topic and go to God’s Word. Because, for 
each one of these delicate and difficult subjects, God 

has something to say. And we think it’s important for 

you and others to hear what God has to say about these 

things. We won’t claim to be experts or have all the 

answers for every specific question you have; each of 

these topics could be a sermon series on its own! But 

we will give the answers that God gives. To that end, 

throughout July, we will offer a worship series called 

“On the Hot Seat: How a Christian Approaches Contro-

versial Topics.” Below is a schedule of what the series 

will look like. Some other topics may be added later in 

August. 

• July 4 – Politics 

• July 11 – Mental Illness 

• July 18 – Sexuality 

• July 25 – Materialism 

• August 1 – Abuse 

We (Pastors Plagenz and Proeber) would love to 

hear from you before, during, and after this series. 

Please reach out with any feedback, ideas for addition-

al topics you’d like to have as part of this series, and 

questions you have. † 

ON THE HOT SEAT: July Worship Series  
by Pastor Proeber 

 

LEADERS AND HELPERS  

NEEDED FOR VBS  
 

July 28, Aug. 4, Aug. 5 
 

 

 

 

 

Crafts, Games, Lessons, Make Snack, Music,             

Supervising children, Registration, Supper Prep & 

Serving, Set Up, Clean Up 
 

To Volunteer: 

Sign up in the Welcome Center 

Use SignUp Genius  

or contact Kent Schroeder 

715-421-4202 or knks@wctc.net 
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Save your garage sale extras 

attitude or intentions, 

behavior will follow.  

Evidence did not sup-

port this.  She found 

that when a behavior 

is repeated often, the 

behavior becomes 

habitual and inten-
tions really don’t mat-

ter all that much.  In 

fact, among Wood’s 

findings is that 43% of 

everyday actions are performed 

habitually while people are thinking 

about something else.   

Let’s apply Wood’s findings to 

our lives as Christians. We have 

good intentions of going to church 

or reading God’s Word, but that 

attitude doesn’t always become our 
behavior.  It is the habits we have 

formed that have a greater role in 

determining our behavior.  When 

we are mentally or physically 

maxed out, we lack the willpower to 

make effortful decisions.  It is during 

those times of low willpower that we 

rely on habits.  If we have devel-

oped good spiritual habits of going 

regularly to church or having devo-

tions or saying prayers, we will rely 

on those habits to get us into God’s 

Word when our willpower is low.   

Wood gives some advice that 

can be useful to developing spiritu-

al habits.  If you want to continue a 

good habit, make it as easy and en-

joyable as possible. She calls this 

removing friction.  Going to church 

will take a lot more effort than pray-

ing or conducting home devotions.  
If you have not developed spiritual 

habits, work on the easy ones first.  

Start praying and conducting home 

devotions.  Praying is rather easy 

and reading Bible stories with your 

children can be very enjoyable.  A 

family that prays and does home 

devotions will find encouragement 

to make church going a family hab-

it.  [Mr. Melso will gladly provide 

you with ideas for prayers and 

home devotions.] 

Wood also gives advice for 

breaking bad habits.  If you want to 

break a bad habit, find ways to 

make it less conscious or mindful.  

She calls this adding friction.  Break 

your bad Sunday morning routine 

by making it more difficult to keep, 

then transition to a new habit of go-

ing to church.  I know I will stop eat-

ing junk food if there is none in the 

house.  If I’m hungry, I’ll choose the 

healthy option in its place. † 

In last month’s news-

letter I explained the first of 

three common characteris-

tics of families that have 

raised children who have 

remained faithful to God.  

This newsletter article 

shares thoughts on the se-
cond of three traits: Spiritu-

al Habits.   

Ultimately, children 

that remain faithful to God their en-

tire lives have been touched by the 

Holy Spirit.  Only the Holy Spirit can 

create and sustain faith.  The Holy 

Spirit works through the Word.  The 

role of spiritual habits is to make 

getting into God’s Word part of our 

daily routine.  Basically, it is putting 

God in the front of our minds, not in 
the back of our minds.   

In order to develop spiritual 

habits, it is good to understand the 

power of habits.  

Wendy Wood, PhD, a psy-

chologist at the University of South-

ern California and the head of the 

Habit Lab at USC, has recently done 

some interesting research on the 
power of habits.  She started out 

studying attitude change. At first 

she thought that if we change our 

Need a second job or want to supplement           

your income in retirement? 
 

Provide before and after school care  
for preschoolers and kindergarteners 

school days only 
 

7:00-8:30AM and/or 3:30-4:30/5:30PM 
Take one or both shifts 

 

Contact Carole Melso or Kellie Jensen 
littlelambs@stpaulswr.org 

715-421-3634 ext 119 

DEVELOPING SPIRITUAL HABITS  
By Principal John Melso 

Your donations will  
be given away to the  

  Our clothing drive will  
    be held August 3-4  
      10:00AM–6:00PM 
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WELCOME TO JULY?! 

by Staff Minister Randy Pahl 

 As I scratch my head in almost disbelief, I am 

actually sending out greetings and salutations for July – 

the midpoint of summer for teachers and others alike!  

However, before we get too far ahead of ourselves, it 

might be a good idea to pause and reflect on just a few 

of the adventures which took place at the end of our 

school year. 

1. On Wednesday, May 12, a special evening 

occurred for our confirmands and their families.  It was 

an inaugural “Confirmation Banquet” where a delight-

ful sit-down meal was served in the Welcome Center to 

family members, faculty and pastoral staff.  Kent (and 

Kristie) Schroeder, plus the St. Paul’s Leadership pro-

vided, prepared, and served the food.  Next, Pastor 

Plagenz gave an overview of the work accomplished 

by our confirmation class. Finally, the confirmands 

read essays that they had prepared in advance as a 

witness to what they envision their future being as a 

lifelong member of a Christian congregation.  It truly 

was a special evening that we hope they will always 
cherish! 

2. Just 4 days later was Confirmation Sunday, in 

which these same young Christians promised to re-

main faithful for a lifetime, with God’s help, to Him and 

His Word! We welcomed them as members to our St. 

Paul’s family! 

3. The final week of school was filled with numer-

ous events, the first of which was rockets being 

launched by Mr. Quint and his students.  I even had the 

good fortune of climbing onto the roof in order to re-

trieve part of, what may have been, a remnant of one of 

the Apollo spacecrafts! 

4. A field day took place across the street, and it 

was filled with running, jumping, throwing, spoons 

carried with water, and more, all of which earned 

awards for students in grades K-6. 

5. Piano recitals, softballs, and band concerts 

filled the air during the final three days of the school 

year. 

6. Graduation took place on Thursday, May 27 at 

6:00 PM for preschool and grade 8. 

7. And, finally, track awards and the school pic-

nic closed out the school year on a chilly Friday, May 

28! 

We thank God for his many blessings throughout 

the year…that He would continue to be with us and 

give us all a restful summer…and by His grace bring 

us back to learn more about Him and His Word in     

2021-22!! † 

Mr. Quint, “Ready on the range!”                              

A perfect spoonful of water! 

THANK YOU, MRS. O 
Mrs. Karen Obsuszt has   

resigned her position at St. Paul’s 

Lutheran School. She taught 1st & 

2nd grade for us for five years 

from 2016-2021. In 2015, she 
worked part-time at the school. 

We are thankful for her years of 

service and the blessing she was 

to so many students. 

On Sunday, July 27 at 9:30 AM, a call meeting 

will be held to call a replacement. Please keep this 

matter in your prayers and plan to attend the call 

meeting. † 
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Dime & Dollar Thrift Store is now open in 

Wisconsin Rapids.  A great big thank you goes 

out to all the volunteers who made this possible 

and to the customers who are pouring through 

the doors.  The grand opening on June 12th was a 

grand success. The store made around $1,000 

that day, compared to $200 it might have made 

on a good day in Stevens Point. Praise the Lord 
for all He has done for us!   

The store continues to work toward efficient 

organizational processes and training new volun-

teers.  To make more space for donations and 

floor merchandise, they need to clear out a few 

things they do not use on a daily basis.  If you 

have storage space, please contact the store at 

715-421-2030.  The items would include wood, 

shelving, racks, and some boxes. They also have 

one glass display case left from the old store that 

they would like to give away.  It housed jewelry 

on three shelves and is about 6 feet long. Dime & 
Dollar can always use more volunteers during 

and after store hours, which are listed in the next 

column. 

 

GRAND OPENING A GRAND SUCCESS 
by Jan Peronto 

Shopping hours:   

Monday-Wednesday and Fridays open 10am-5pm 

Thursdays open 10am-7pm 

Saturdays open 10am-1pm 

Donations accepted:  

Tuesdays from 11am-2pm 

Thursdays from 2pm-5pm 

or call for an appointment 715-421-2030 
 

Some items we especially need right now: 

 Jeans for all ages and sizes 

 Furniture (no mattresses or sofa beds) 

 Children’s summer clothes 

 Men’s summer clothes 

 Home décor 

 Sheet sets 

 CDs 

 Antique/vintage items in good condition 

 Tools and hardware items 

 Small appliances 
 

All profits go to Northland Lutheran High School.  † 

STUFF THE SCHOOL BUS 
Collecting School Supplies for Local Families 

JULY 1-31 
 

TOP NEEDED ITEMS:  
Backpacks, Notebooks, Folders, Colored Pencils, Markers, 

Highlighters, Water Colors, Glue Sticks, Scissors 
 

Collection box in the Welcome Center 

 

Don’t let summer activities  

keep you from worship! 
 

Come Monday night at 6:30PM 

or watch on Youtube or Facebook. 
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New Members: 
† Molly Wenzel & her son Brody 
† Tate & Paige Weber and their    

children, Marlie, Scarlett & Lillian 

CATECHISM CORNER 
What is the focus of the work of the 

Holy Spirit? 

1 Corinthians 12:3 ...no one can say, 

“Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy 

Spirit.  

1 Timothy 2:4 [God our Savior] wants 

all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge 

of the truth.  

1 Peter 2:9,11 But you are a chosen people, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, the people who are God’s 
own possession, so that you may proclaim the praises 
of him who called you out of darkness into his mar-

velous light. Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and 

temporary residents in the world, to abstain from the 

desires of the sinful flesh, which war against your soul.  

1 Corinthians 1:2  To the church of God in Corinth—

those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, who 
are called as saints—along with all in every place 

who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their 
Lord and ours… 

2 Timothy 1:9 [God] saved us and called us with a 

holy calling, not because of our works, but because 

of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to 

us in Christ Jesus before time began… 

The Holy Spirit works to bring us out of the darkness  

of unbelief to faith and to make us holy. 

- Luther’s Catechism © 2017 NPH 

Mortgage  

 In memory of Sheila Provost's mother, Donna     
Anderson, given by Marilyn Foley  

Cheerful Givers 

 In memory of their parents given by Terry               
& Sandy Kause 

Pastor Teacher Assistance Fund  

 In memory of Ron Markworth given by Edna      
Haferman 

SPECIAL GIFTS  

AND MEMORIALS 
Through June 13, 2021 

Baptized:  
† Rhett Paul Wolosek 
† Ivy Tabatha Proeber 

 

NOW HIRING: 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

 

Flexible scheduling  Monday-Friday 
Computer work - Reception 

Light Bookkeeping 
 

Contact Judy Stensberg 
churchoffice@stpaulswr.org 

715-421-3634 ext. 1000 
 

WELS NIGHT AT WITTER FIELD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join Good Shepherd's Lutheran Church 

For Rafter’s Baseball 
 

Sunday, July 11 

Gates open: 4:05PM | First Pitch 5:05PM 
 

Tickets available from Rafters Office 

715-424-5400 | RaftersBaseball.com 
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Phone: 715-421-3634 

E-mail: churchoffice@stpaulswr.org 

July 2021 edition 

  
Non-Profit  

Organization 
US Postage 

Paid 
Permit No. 46 

Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org 

Pastor Peter Plagenz · 920-689-3036· pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

July 11 - WELS Night at Witter Field 

July 20 - Quarterly Voters’ Meeting 

July 22 - Booth at the  

         Downtown Farmers Market 

July 28 - VBS at Sandlot Park 

                      

St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
311 14th Ave S 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-2402 
 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


